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Dear self-publisher / zine maker,

While I have been fascinated by the zen of zine-
making, and have discovered that the key in the 
ending “e” in “zine,” just like independence is 
represented by its shortening from the full term of 
“magazine,” creating a whole genre and new de" nition 
in and of itself, this “e” at the end must similarly 
stand for something, perhaps experimentation, 
perhaps eccentricity, perhaps the whole enigma of 
self-publishing. Whatever the ends you get from 
zine-making, don’t forget to enjoy the process while it 
lasts, lest it become just another mediocre chore from 
not paying enough interest in it, to make the process 
creative and the product one of love.

In making things by hand, one incorporates any of 
many possible cra! s. # ese need not be experimental 
in and of themselves, the fun could come from 
adapting the method to your own content. Glue, tape, 
staples, string, and many other methods of making 
additive art from it are a possibility. Others include 
subtractive art where a portion of the piece opens up 
or has a hole in it to show something underneath, or 
simply manipulating things with the copier or scanner 
or computer like the cover of this issue. I now present 
to you a fellow zine-maker’s input on the cra!  of zine-
making, please welcome Andrew Coltrin on the facing 
page, and be sure to check out the other zines in this 
“How to Self-Publish” zine series...
     —

Donald R. Anderson
1426 Telegraph Ave. #4
Stockton, CA 95204
poetsespresso@gmail.com
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